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Transcription of Talk by Siddhartha

Siddhartha, Fireflies :- If you see Occupy wall street, they are saying that the world cannot be run by 1%.  1% cannot hold 99% of the worlds wealth, you cannot have khakis and plutocracies running the world. So the social justice movement in the last one month have been visiting a lot of grassroots groups, which are still alive and kicking and working on dalit rights, adivasis rights whether land issue, human rights in Tiruvallur, dalit rights backed by an NGO, and you find that it is still alive, there are lawyers involved, human rights involved there are networks of people, and despite the fact that you see globalisation, Nokia setting up a there, land use patterns are changing, people have set up buildings, even in small villages you see people have put up resorts. 

People who cannot buy a plot of land in Chennai, can buy a plot of land in Tiruvallur  village for 30-40thousand. You can see the land use pattern changing and you can see some people in Tiruvallur saying that 5% of the land is gone for resorts, but they are basically land being brought and parceled off  as small plots.

Despite the fact that no of companies have set up plants in remote areas, women going in the middle of the  night in company buses to work there, all these things are taking place but the rights issue is still very active, what I think is in the kind of democratic spaces available to us we should continue come what may it is doable, you don't need a large party, that these local efforts and rights are working. And can be done with very little resources.

The second point that I was making is one is the justice issue and the social movements . The second point is what I broadly call interconnectedness. Let me start with what I know, I am basically going to talk about the planet,  and the values involved there, It all began with a big bang 15 million years ago, the Earth came into being 5 billion years ago, We had the gases H, He C, that was the Earth in the beginning and eventually it became concrete, in terms of material substances, but 5 billion years is a long time, lets say 5 billion yrs equals 1 yr, Lets say the Earths existence is since 1 yr, It took 8months since its existence for the first sign of, life emerged, cell organism, became more complex, multiplied, within this the human beings emerged only in the last 24hrs, all our belief systems over which we fight now and make life miserable are only 1/2 hr old, modern science and technology is only two yrs old the question is human  beings have come to this point only to falloff, or move on and continue. 

A couple of thinkers, the quasi spiritual thinkers called Thomas Berry  and Bryan Swain,  have tried to look at this evolutionary process, in a very positive way, “We have evolved from the Earth , and there fore the Earth is our primary mother, nothing in the theme of evolution has stated that there is a hierarchy in the universe, if at all there is a reason to give the Human a special place it is through the human, that the Earth has attained consciousness of itself. This places a serious responsibility on the human, to be true  to the consciousness to her or him, this necessarily means that the anthrological vocation of the human , is to enhance the journey  of the universe  through time, by poluting and violating the biosphere the human is  going against the unfolding of the universe, this violation is not only to the Earth, but to all her Human and non-human offspring.

So here is the notion that the human represents the conciousness -the unfolding universe, the question now  is whether the universe will unfold with human being or without human beings. 

And we come back to the question of all things are connected. I have taken this notion from Chief Seattle, after whom the city of Seattle is named,most of you must have seen .., It has to do with the American President, which has to do with the great chief, sending his missionaries to chief Seattle wanting to buy the land of the Chief, and the Chief responds, this is a strange question asked to an Indian, native American, to sell the land, after all the land represents our ancestors, the mountain tops carry the spirits of our ancestors , the wind carries the music of our mothers, the waters carry the energy of our sister.

This is an extraordinary document  produced in the 1860’s perhaps the worlds first genuinely ecological document, and I dont think it has been beaten upto now on its shear poetry and capacity, to appeal to our inner sensibilities. 

Others have referred to the same kind of energy in different ways, the poet William Wordsworth for example, has referred to what he gets from the Earth , I have felt a presence that disturbs me with a joy, 

of elevated thoughts, a sense of sublime of something far more deeply interfused , Chief Seattle uses interconnectedness, Wordsworth uses interfused, whose dwelling is the round and settling sun and the round notion and living air , and in the blue sky and the mind of man, the motion and the spirit that impels all living things, all objects of all thoughts and rose to all things.

I am someway tempted to see Worthsworths poem and Cheif Seatle poem as a kind of transformative Advaita . Because Advaita also talks about these energies, interpenetrating energies which are there just below the surface, and which seems to provide a sense of meaning. In Buddhism there is this notion of Indira’s net, and each of the knots is a brilliant shining stone, and you think there are 100s of  these precious stones shining away, where the knots are placed. But if you see each stone it is the shine of the reflection of the reflection of the other stones, its not the energy of a single stone.

I think it is a wonderful symbol  which seems to talk about the interconnectedness on autonomy, the stone can represent autonomy, the shine that it gets from each other is a sense of interconnectedness.

While Advaita talks about sameness, harmony if you like, Indira’s net talks about autonomy and connectedness. The notion of autonomy and connectedness goes against the modern world, where we live in-terms of individual ness in the market context, aggressive individual ness , where the sense of interconnectedness is lost.

The question is without a sense of the sacredness of the Earth, are we motivated to save the planet, are we motivated to save life on the planet that would be a more appropriate way of putting it.

The village people call the earth as Bhoomi Tai, we have emerged out of the earth, we have emerged out of the livingness of the earth. The question is have we lost a sense of the sacredness of the Earth. Has the earth become real estate, mineral, resource  these are the words we use to refer to the Earth.

I think that we need to evolve a secular utopia, which integrates the notion of the sacredness of the planet.

